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1. Restriction to one of the following inventions is required 
under 3 5 U.S.C. 121: 

I. Claims 1-14, drawn to a device for creating an 
assembly of interlocking panels, classified in class 
425, subclass 298. 

II. Claims 15-28, drawn to a kit for creating a decorative 
housing, classified in class 426, subclass 104. 

III. Claims 2 9-31, drawn to a method of creating a 
decorative structure, classified in class 426, 
subclass 496. 

2. The inventions are distinct, each from the other because of 
the following reasons: 

Inventions Group I and Group II are related as apparatus 
and product made. The inventions in this relationship are 
distinct if either or both of the following can be shown: (1) 
that the apparatus as claimed is not an obvious apparatus for 
making the product and the apparatus can be used for making a 
materially different product or (2) that the product as claimed 
can be made by another and materially different apparatus. MPEP 
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§ 806.05(g). In this case the product as claimed could be made 
by another and materially different apparatus such as by being 
made without being first formed by a form. Instead, the kit 
panels could be formed by using a knife blade. 

Inventions Group III and Group I are related as process and 
apparatus for its practice. The inventions are distinct if it 
can be shown that either: (1) the process as claimed can be 
practiced by another and materially different apparatus or by 
hand, or (2) the apparatus as claimed can be used to practice 
another and materially different process. MPEP § 806.05(e). In 
this case the apparatus as claimed could be used to practice 
another and materially different process such as wherein only 
one panel is formed using the device. 

Inventions Group II and Group III are related as product 
and process of use. The inventions can be shown to be distinct 
if either or both of the following can be shown: (1) the process 
for using the product as claimed can be practiced with another 
materially different product or (2) the product as claimed can 
be used in a materially different process of using that product. 
See MPEP § 806.05(h). In the instant case the product as 
claimed can be used in a materially different process such as 
wherein dough is not first made and baked. 
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3. Because these inventions are independent or distinct for 
the reasons given above and have acquired a separate status in 
the art in view of their different classification, restriction 
for examination purposes as indicated is proper. 

4. Any inquiry concerning this communication or earlier 
communications from the examiner should be directed to Donald 
Heckenberg whose telephone number is (571) 272-1131. The 
examiner can normally be reached on Monday through Friday from 
9:30 A.M. to 6:00 P.M. 

If attempts to reach the examiner by telephone are 
unsuccessful, the examiner's supervisor, Duane Smith, can be 
reached at (571) 272-1166. The official fax phone number for 
the organization where this application or proceeding is 
assigned is (571) 273-8300. 

Information regarding the status of an application may be 
obtained from the Patent Application Information Retrieval 
(PAIR) system. Status information for published applications 
may be obtained from either Private PAIR or Public PAIR. Status 
information for unpublished applications is available through 
Private PAIR only. For more information about the PAIR system, 
see <<http://pair-direct.uspto.gov>>. Should you have questions 
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on access to the Private PAIR system, contact the Electronic 
Business Center (EBC) at (866) 217-9197 (toll-free) . 
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